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 George H. W. Bush believed that "fatal flaws in character" sometimes came with the territory of being the grandson of a
president, which is why he and Barbara Bush became so "delighted" by the singer's "flamboyant personality," according to their
memoirs. The former president of the United States and the first lady died on Nov. 30, 2018. They were 94 years old. Bush, a
former navy pilot and the first Republican in his family to be elected president, was far from humble, but he did have a solid
sense of humor, and enjoyed taking on complex issues head-on, such as the Iran-Contra affair. “He had a sense of humor,”
Barbara Bush told People magazine in 1990. “He knew what was funny, but he was also very serious about the issues. He

worked very hard on behalf of causes he believed in.” “Like most people, he was tickled by a funny joke, but, like most people,
he was not tickled by the last chapter of [a] joke,” she said. “It is just part of his nature.” The couple spoke about their political

views, family life, and the lead-up to the 1988 election in a rare interview published in People. George H. W. Bush: "I think
[Ronald Reagan] had a very good sense of humor. He was very upbeat. He never said, ‘Boy, I'm tired.’ There were times I'd say,

'Boy, he sure likes to go to bed early.' I don't know how he did that, but he certainly did. And he had a good sense of humor.
And so did my father, and my mother and my sister. I know I do." (Pause.) "Barbara and I had fun sometimes. We were tickled

by the bad jokes and the funny jokes. We enjoyed them. I guess we were pretty tickled when you were around, son." (To the
audience) "But it's not the last chapter, is it?" "Oh, I don't know. We enjoy our family as much as anybody else." "I just hope,
and pray, that when the day comes it's the end of the chapter, but then again it's not the end of the chapter. Because I tell you,
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